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Police advise
caution
after murder
By TABITHA WAGGONER
news@chherald.com

BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD

Bowling Green sophomore Clay Crocker works on a test in a voluntary ACT prep session at Bowling Green High School. Crocker is working toward admittance to the Gatton Academy of Math and Science in Kentucky for fall 2010.

Greater expectations
State tightens ACT admissions standards

SEE POLICE, PAGE 3A

Commission
OK needed
for projects

Western's remedial course enrollments,
fall 2009

By MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

High school students planning to
slip out of remedial courses in college
next year may need to hit the ACT
prep books a little harder this spring.
New state regulations will increase the ACT admissions standards
for state-supported universities in
the fall of 2010, leaving about 4,300
more students statewide in need of
developmental education, said Sue
Patrick, communication director for
Kentucky’s Council on Postsecondary
Education.
“This is just a necessary thing that
we have to do to ensure that we have a
more educated citizenry in our state,”
she said.
On Monday, the CPE submitted a
request for state money to help universities pay for costs of complying with
new regulations, said Sue Cain, CPE
college readiness and developmental
education initiative coordinator. But
she said she’s unsure how the state
will respond.
The CPE initially approved the
new standards in 2007 and planned to
implement them in fall 2009, but the
council decided to delay implementation until 2010 to give universities extra time to prepare, Patrick said.
SEE ACT, PAGE 5A
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news@chherald.com
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City commissioners could meet in early January to start discussing if they will approve rezoning the area of the Tax Increment Financing
district next to campus.
If the rezoning is approved,
Western will be able to move
ahead with redevelopment
plans, President Gary Ransdell
said.
“Without approval, this
project doesn’t move forward,” Check
he said.
Western plans to build a new online for
Gordon Ford College of Busi- a map of
ness, non-traditional student
housing and a new police de- plans for
partment, along with city and Block 12
developer plans to build a parking garage and a five-story hotel between 14th Avenue and Kentucky Street.

Tutition costs for remedial course
enrollments, fall 2009
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While Bowling Green police continue investigating the murder of 51-year-old mathematics
professor Martha “Bettina” Richmond, both city
and campus police say students should continue
to be aware of their own
safety.
Police found Richmond dead in her vehicle,
which was parked in the
Bowling Green Parks and
Recreation parking lot, on
Nov. 22.
Autopsy results revealed that Richmond
died from multiple stab
wounds, according to a Police sketch of
press release sent by the man who may have
Bowling Green Police information about
the murder.
Department on Monday.
Richmond’s Western
ID was found in a mailbox in the 1100 block of
Crewdson Drive on Friday.
Now, police are looking for a man they believe might have information about the murder.
The man was seen in the parks and recreation
area on the day of the murder.
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Source: Sharon Hunter, coordinator of college readiness

SEE PROJECTS, PAGE 3A

Officials release plans for student apartments
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Artist's rendering of student apartments planned for Kentucky Street

TUE. 52˚/ 48˚

WED. 48˚/ 23˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

THURS. 39˚/ 23˚

Non-traditional
and
graduate students now
have a preview of the
apartments that will soon
be built for them.
Conceptual drawings
of the apartments to be
built on Kentucky Street
are complete, said Brian
Kuster, director of Housing and Residence Life.
The drawings show
students what officials are
thinking of with regard to
the apartments, he said.
The colors of the buildings and their interior de-

FRI. 40˚/ 30˚

signs still have to be de- made before the project
termined, but officials are can move forward, said
happy with what has been Howard Bailey, vice presidone so far, Kuster said.
dent for Student Affairs.
“They’re more upscale
Several factors are
than what students are considered when coming
used to,” he said.
up with the initial design,
The apartments will including making sure the
have bay windows, bal- design will be compatible
conies and possibly hard- with other buildings in the
wood floors, Kuster said.
area, Bailey said.
Officials want the apartThe apartments will
ments to be cheaper than look like they have been
off-campus apartments, he in the area for many years
said.
and have an urban feel beThe design concept was cause they’ll be made out
presented to the Student of brick and stone, not viLife Foundation, which nyl, Kuster said.
owns all of the dorms, but
final renderings must be SEE PLANS, PAGE 3A

SAT. 44˚/ 35˚

SUN. 49˚/ 35˚
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Clayton Solise and
Justin Duckworth, both of
Keen Hall, reported on Dec.
6 that a man stole two laptops, two cell phones and
$82 from their dorm room.
The value of the theft was
$2,482.
■ Chance Morehead, Keen,
reported on Dec. 6 that his
Gateway laptop was stolen
from his room while he was
sleeping. The value of the
theft was $500.
■ Andrew Pettijohn
and Brian Russell, Keen,
reported on Dec. 5 that a
television, two video game
systems and an iPod base
were stolen from their
dorm room. The value of
the theft was $1,085.

Arrests
■ Christopher Lawson was
arrested and charged with
public alcohol intoxication
on Dec. 5 during a high
school football championship game at HouchensSmith Stadium. He was
released the next day on
time served.

a
thousand
words
On March 21 of next year it will be four
years since Chris and Amanda Manley
were married on the L&N railroad bridge
near Old Louisville Road in Bowling
Green.
“I thought that would be the strongest
memory I had of that place,” Amanda
Manley said.
Instead, she will remember the call
she received on Nov. 21 of this year
about the motorcycle accident that occurred only one block away from the
bridge at the corner of College Street
and Riverview Drive. Chris had been
involved in a motorcycle accident and
was not wearing a helmet. He had
to be flown to Vanderbilt Hospital in
Nashville.
Since then, Amanda Manley has been living in the chairs outside the trauma unit.
“I go to every visitation I can,” she said.
“I want him to know I am here for him.”

By JULIA WALKER THOMAS

Amanda Manley said she and Chris Manley had been trying to start a family for
the past three years.
“We wanted children so badly that we
were beginning to consider adoption,”
she said. “I guess all of that is on hold
now.”
Instead of looking forward to teaching
a child to walk in the next few years,
Amanda Manley must worry about teaching her husband to walk again. In the
next week, Chris Manley will be moved
to a live-in rehabilitation facility in Louisville that will re-teach him many of the
motor-skills he lost.
Amanda Manley said her insurance will
only cover the first few weeks of his stay
there, and the rest will be up to her to
cover, so she and her family have set up
donation canisters at many of the IGA
stores in the Bowling Green area and one
at the Domino’s Pizza on 31W where
Chris worked as a delivery driver.

experience it,
love it!
the ULTIMATE
fitness experience
for health,
relaxation and
full, true fitness
student, senior and
corporate discounts

www.hotyogabowlinggreen.com

Gift Cards & Quick Start Packages Available

www.hotyogabowlinggreen.com
730 Fairview Avenue Bowling Green [270] 793-0011
730 Fairview Avenue Bowling Green [270] 793-0011

And when you give the gift of Culver’s you’ll get some in
return. Buy a $20 Gift Card and receive a free Double
ButterBurger Cheese Value Basket.
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SGA to dine
with lawmakers
By TARA BILBY
news@chherald.com

Students
have
a
chance to interact with
legislators and have their
voices heard over dinner
tonight.
The Student Government Association is
sponsoring Dine with
the Decision Makers, an
event where students can
discuss higher education
issues with legislators,
SGA President Kevin
Smiley said.
The dinner is set to
take place from 4:30 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m. in the Cupola
Room in Downing University Center, he said.
A limited number of
students will be able to
attend the dinner due to
the cost, Smiley said.
Students had the opportunity to RSVP for
the dinner online, and 25
students are signed up to
attend, he said.
Smiley said five legislators will attend the
dinner, as well as Bowling Green Mayor Elaine
Walker.
Legislators were chosen by their involvement

PLANS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

He said the Student
Life Foundation is paying
for the project, which will
cost about $6 million.
Fifty-one apartments
will be built initially.
About 60 percent of them
will have two bedrooms,
and 40 percent of them
will have one bedroom,
Kuster said.
The 51 apartments
will be spread out over
six buildings, said Don
Stoneburg, an engineer
who oversees the construction management for

with surrounding counties, Smiley said.
The Board of Student
Body Presidents, made up
of the student body presidents of Kentucky public
universities, decided this
fall that there should be
more student lobbying,
so each university set up
events to accomplish that,
Smiley said.
He said he hopes the
dinner will help build
stronger
relationships
with the people who make
decisions that effect the
things students do.
Kendrick Bryan, SGA
executive vice president,
said it’s important for
students to attend the dinner so they can influence
policy.
He said legislators and
students need to work together to make education
a priority.
Justin Thurman, SGA
administrative vice president, said a main concern he wants to address
is the price of college
tuition.
He said he hopes legislators will understand
how students feel about
such issues.

Student Life Foundation
projects.
Two buildings will be
built at a time, with construction of the first two
beginning summer 2010,
as long as the bidding
process to find a contractor goes smoothly this
spring, Stoneburg said.
It will take three to four
years to complete all six
buildings, he said. The first
two, which will have 18
apartments, are scheduled
to be ready by fall 2011.
After the 51 apartments are completed,
more might be added if
they’re popular, Kuster
said.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

PROJECTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

TIF developers first have to
present a detailed plan for the
area at a public meeting, said
Steve Hunter, executive director
of the City-County Planning
Commission of Warren County.
The date for that meeting hasn’t
been decided.
After that, the city commissioners would have to approve
the rezoning ordinance in two
separate readings, Hunter said.
He said he hopes this will all
happen in January.
The planning commission
voted unanimously on Dec. 3
in favor of rezoning the area of
TIF known as Block 12, Hunter
said.
The commission voted to
zone the area so that it could
host a mix of building types such
as offices, shops and residential
areas, he said.
“There are 29 policies that we
have in dealing with this kind of
request, and on all 29 policies
they were found to be in compliance,” Hunter said.
The majority of the concerns
about the rezoning were about
parking issues, the location of
the hotel and the way buildings
in the area would look, he said.
A traffic study discussed at
the meeting suggested 10 differ-

ent changes for the area, all of
which Chapter 58 Corp., the TIF
developer, agreed to.
Some of the changes to Kentucky Street include a right-hand
turn lane, a two-way stop to be
converted to an all-way stop
and installation of a traffic light.
Plans also include an all-way
stop at 13th Avenue and Kentucky Street.
Bowling Green Mayor Elaine
Walker said she thinks the traffic
study is incomplete and plans to
ask some tough questions of the
developer at a future city meeting.
“We asked for a more comprehensive traffic study …
and the planning commission
agreed that there would be an
impact on a part of the area that
wasn’t researched, but didn’t
require them to do that study,”
she said.
Ransdell said that if the rezoning is approved, the next
step for Western’s plans to build
a gateway between downtown
and campus depend on getting
a commitment from Musselman
Hotels of Louisville to build
there.
Musselman Hotels was the
first company to express interest
in building a business in the TIF
district.
Ransdell said the focus for
Western is now on architectural
design of the buildings.

POLICE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

As of now, the man isn’t considered a
suspect, said Barry Pruitt, public information officer for the Bowling Green Police
Department.
Students should remain vigilant about
their safety and be aware of their surroundings in light of the murder, he said.
Although campus police aren’t involved
in the murder investigation, campus Crime
Prevention Officer Mandi Johnson agrees.
When students approach their cars, they
should scan the area and have their keys
ready, she said.
Johnson also recommended making sure
no one is hiding in or under the car.
Students who walk alone shouldn’t talk
on the phone or have their earbuds in —
they need to listen and stay alert, she said.
Students, staff and faculty can take
advantage of a campus escort service if
they’re uncomfortable walking alone on
campus late at night, Johnson said. They
can use the service by calling campus police at 270-745-2548.
Maj. Mike Wallace, field operations
commander for campus police, recommended that students let their friends know
where they’re going and when they expect
to return.
As always, if students see something
suspicious, they should report it to campus
police, he said.
“I think regardless of it being an offcampus murder or an on-campus murder,
people need to be aware of their surroundings,” Wallace said.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Former employee
under investigation
A former Western employee is still under investigation for using university money for personal
expenses.
Lisa Durham, former
director of the Institute for
Rural Health Development
and Research, was fired in
October for spending about
$5,000 of Western’s money, said Deborah Wilkins,
chief of staff and general
counsel.
Wilkins said the university’s internal auditor
hasn’t completed his report, so the sum isn’t final.
She said she expects
the report to be finished in
January.
Durham has agreed to
reimburse Western in full

as soon as a final amount
is determined, Wilkins
said.
She said the money
was spent on Durham’s
pro card, a debit card issued by Western for office
supplies, gas and other necessities.
Durham isn’t eligible
for university reemployment, according to a letter
in her personnel file.
The letter also called
for Durham to return any
university property in her
possession.
Durham couldn’t be
reached for comment as of
press time.
—Emily Ulber
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people

Tougher standards, better results

POLL

Raising the requirements for credit-level courses in Kentucky is a good idea

How are you coping with
the stress of the last two
weeks of school?

THE ISSUE: The number
of students needing remedial
classes at Kentucky universities and colleges will likely
increase next year as tougher
admission regulations are enforced.

ALEXANDER
LARIN
Penza, Russia
junior

OUR VIEW: The new regulations reflect a growing concern for the quality of higher
education in Kentucky and
should carry several benefits
for first-year college students.
Back in April, Kentucky
universities were dealt a serious blow after statewide
budget cuts forced them to do
more with less money.
A semester later, it’s good
to see the state has finally
learned that the best way to
improve its sagging economy
is to improve the educational
quality of its future workforce.
The tougher regulations,
which are expected to put between 17,000 to 24,000 new
students into remedial classes, will have a significant
impact on Kentucky universities.
While remedial courses
might embarrass some students who take them, the
truth is that some students
just aren’t ready for credit
courses when they first arrive
in college.
Using a reliable indicator
like an ACT score will help
identify students who need
extra help before they can
be successful in classes that
count toward their degree.
Getting the extra practice should then help students maintain their grade
point average once they’re
enrolled in credit courses,
thereby making them more
attractive to graduate schools
and potential employers after
graduation.
Universities will also benefit from the tougher standards.
Easing new students into
college through remedial
courses will improve retention rates and consequently

“I like to walk around
campus and listen to
music.”

ALLISON
DIAL
Franklin, Tenn.
senior

“I like to knit to help relieve
my stress the last two
weeks.”

JORDAN
KASSEL
Louisville
freshman

“Just preparing early and
making sure I’m ahead of
the game on what I have
to do.”

INGA
STEENBERGEN
Glasgow
freshman

“Come work out at Preston because otherwise I’d
be in front of a computer
all week.”
improve the academic reputation of Kentucky universities.
Applying the money needed for additional remedial
courses, which will be between $3 million and $4 million, also shows that schools
are willing to shell out money
for academics just like they

do for athletics.
Administrators at different universities are worried
that the state can’t produce
the money needed to pay the
instructors who will teach remedial sections next year.
The Herald hopes that no
matter what the price tag, the
state will step up and pay for

the changes that need to be
made in higher education.
After all, isn’t it better to
give than to receive at this
time of year?
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial
board.

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.
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ACT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Previously, universities had to provide developmental education to all
students who didn’t get
at least an 18 in reading,
English and math on the
ACT, Patrick said. But
the new regulations will
raise the minimum for
avoiding developmental
education to a 19 in math
and a 20 in reading.
The CPE estimates
that the new regulations
mean about 10 percent
more first-time students at
each university will need
developmental education
in reading, and 7 percent
more will need assistance
in math, Cain said.
Developmental education includes remedial courses, which don’t
count toward the 120
hours necessary to graduate, supplemental courses
that can count as elective
credit and tutoring and
bridge programs, which
allow students to take
prep courses the summer
before entering college,
she said.
Dean Kahler, associate
vice president for Enrollment Management, said
Western administrators
have noticed a substantial
number of students coming to the Hill unprepared
for college courses.
They view the new
regulations as an opportunity to help those students
succeed, he said.
“That’s our objective,”
Kahler said. “So if this
can help us as a state and
get them graduated, then
we’re all for it.”
Western has a head start
on preparation of the new
regulations, said Sharon
Hunter, coordinator of developmental education.
“We’ve been doing developmental work since
fall of 2000, so this is not
new for us,” she said.

Western already has
a math placement exam
that determines which
students need developmental education and
what kind, Hunter said.
Also, a new Literacy
199 course began this
fall and acts as a required
supplemental course for
students who score an
18 or a 19 on the ACT in
reading, she said.
The course can count
toward degree hours as an
elective credit and teaches
students how to cope with
and comprehend college
texts, Hunter said.
“The average student
reads 264 pages a week in
college,” she said. “That’s
much different than high
school.”
About 500 students
were required to take the
course this fall, and 13 additional part-time faculty
were hired this summer to
teach the course, said Pamela Petty, an associate
professor in the School of
Teacher Education.
Western officials will
have to hire additional
personnel to administer
placement tests and teach
additional math and reading courses, she said.
Kentucky’s universities already spend a combined $35 million a year
on developmental education, Patrick said.
“But that’s our responsibility,” she said. “When
a student arrives on campus, it’s our job to provide
them with the services
they need to leave the
university with a degree
in hand.”
Kahler said Western
could use the state funding the CPE applied for,
but officials are prepared
to deal with the new admissions standards without it.
“WKU’s a pretty
darn creative school, and
we’ve been able to figure
out ways to fund things
before,” he said.
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Tommy Adams, former Warren County Republican Party Chair, right, jokes with State Rep. C.B. Embry Jr., R-Morgantown, and
his wife Wanda Embry after the Western College Republicans’ 50 year celebration at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center on
Sunday.

Republicans celebrate 50th
By TARA BILBY
news@chherald.com

State Rep. C.B. Embry
got actively involved in
the Republican party 50
years ago at Western.
Embry, R-Morgantown,
joined other politicians
and current and past College Republicans members
Sunday night to celebrate
50 years of the College
Republicans being at
Western.
The club celebrated the
anniversary with a dinner at the Carroll Knicely
Conference Center.
LeGrange junior Tim
Gilliam, vice president
of the club, said there has
been much to celebrate in
the past 50 years.
Several members of the
club have received intern-

ships in the Republican
party, including internships with former U.S.
Rep. Anne Northup and
U.S. Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz., he said.
Union senior Shane
Noem, the club’s president, said many club members campaign for Warren
County Republican candidates by passing out flyers
and going door-to-door
during election times.
At the dinner, State Rep.
Jim DeCesare, R-Rockfield, said he calls on club
members during election
time to help campaign, and
they play an important part
within the local Republican party.
He said it’s remarkable
that the club has made it 50
years, a great feat for any
club.

Embry said he was a
member of the club when
it first started in 1959.
At the dinner, he recalled memories such
as planning the club’s
Homecoming float one
year and being nominated
club chairman his junior
year.
Embry said a local Republican campaign contacted the College Republicans and presented him
with his first opportunity
to work at the polls.
“Working at the polls
was tough, but it opened
up doors for other service
opportunities,” he said.
Embry said the main
reason behind running for
an office should be a desire
to serve.
“People will remember
your name when running

for an office if you are active in your community,”
he said.
At the dinner, Noem
unveiled the first Western
College Republicans Red
Towel, which was given to
Embry.
Bill Johnson, who’s
running for one of Kentucky’s U.S. Senate seats,
presented the College
Republicans with a U.S.
flag as a 50th anniversary
gift.
The flag was signed
by Robert Heft, the man
who designed the 50-star
flag following the U.S.’s
acquisition of Alaska and
Hawaii.
“The flag is something
we will always cherish
and something that will
be around for the next 50
years,” Noem said.

visit us online at wkuherald.com
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DYNASTY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Coach Feix had two signs in the
locker room,” Murray said. “One
sign said, ‘You win with players.’
The other sign said, ‘Go find them.’
We had good players.”
In 1973, Western, led by senior
quarterback Leo Peckenpaugh,
went 10-0 during the regular season. Led by the I-formation sets run
by Gilbert’s offense and solidified
by Murray’s defense, which tallied
four shutouts, the Toppers outscored
opponents 377-62.
“They could make some decisions out there, saying like ‘Let’s
do this,’” Gilbert said. “They could
change a scheme without calling a
timeout and going to the sideline,
and when they came out, they’d
say, ‘Coach, we can do this’ or, ‘We
can’t do that.’”
The 1973 season was the first
time Western had ever appeared in a
national championship game in any
team sport.
The Toppers faced a Louisiana
Tech team that featured Roger Carr,
a future NFL first round draft pick,
and Fred Dean, a future NFL Hall
of Fame defensive lineman.
The Toppers lost 34-0. Though
it wouldn’t be the last time that the
team would get a chance at a national championship, that didn’t soften
the blow.
“I think about it sometimes,” said
Larry DeWeese, a Western linebacker from 1972-1975. “We could’ve
done a few things different in the title
game, and we could’ve been national
champs ... The surface we played on
in the Camellia Bowl, they weren’t
the best for our type of team, because
we relied on speed a lot.”
For a time, it looked as if that
next chance might come in 1974.
The Toppers rolled through the
season almost as they did in 1973.
They were in the first-place spot in
the OVC at 7-1 with just a 10-6 loss
at Tennessee Tech on their record.
That is, until senior quarterback
Dennis Tomek went down on Nov.
2 at Morehead State, allowing Doug
Davis to take the snaps. Western
won that game 36-0 but lost their
final two after Davis was hurt. Bill
Smith finished the season as the
starter, and the Toppers missed out
on the playoffs and a second consecutive OVC title.

But confidence would continue to
power the Toppers the next season.
“We were playing New Hampshire and we fumbled on their sixyard line,” Murray said, describing a
1975 Division II semifinal game. “So
I brought all my players around me,
and I was going to give them my famous pep talk ... And I’ll never forget
all-American linebacker Rick Green.
He looked at me and said, ‘Coach,
they’re not going to score.’”
Smith led the Toppers until going down with an injury in a 13-7
loss at Eastern Kentucky. DeWayne
Squires took over until suffering an
injury himself in the homecoming
game against Morehead State.
With Western’s only remaining
scholarship quarterback injured, the
6-1 Toppers were left in the hands
of walk-on freshman quarterback
Steve Larimore.
The Shepherdsville native guided the Toppers to a 14-10 victory in
the Morehead State game and didn’t
lose again until reaching Western’s
second Division II title game in
three seasons.
The game against Northern
Michigan was played in Sacramento, Calif., on a field with high
school-regulation goalposts. It was
decided on a controversially-called
missed field goal by Western.
The field goal was pushed wide
right, according to officials. Western
coaches and players disagreed.
“I thought we won that game,”
DeWeese said. “They said that the
field goal wasn’t good, and we lost
that game.”
The three-year run of success
is seen as a highlight in the program’s history. In that time, six allAmericans played for Western, as
well as two players that signed NFL
contracts — Virgil Livers and Biff
Madon.
But the players never let their
own successes get in the way of the
team’s goals.
“This team had a knack of keeping egos in check," Peckenpaugh said.
"If you ever got too full of yourself on
that team, there was always someone
next to you that would kind of bring
you back down to earth."
But it’s unclear if the team should
be considered a dynasty.
“It could be a dynasty,” DeWeese said. “... We came through all
that diversity, and we didn’t have a
lot of money then, and I think Western did have a dynasty at that time.”
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FOOTBALL

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Sophomore running back Bobby Rainey is tackled by Arkansas State linebacker Demario Davis with 3 minutes left in the ﬁrst quarter. Western lost their last game of the season, 24-20.

Elson leaves behind
a high-potential group
By JONATHAN LINTER
sports@chherald.com

The Toppers didn’t win a
game this season and haven’t in
their last 20 contests dating back
to September 2008, but former
Head Coach David Elson said he
is convinced he built a foundation
for them to build on for next year.
Elson chose to recruit high
school seniors over junior college
transfers as Western went through
a multi-year transition to the Football Bowl Subdivision. That led
him to put together a roster that
this season consisted of 57 freshmen and sophomores out of 85
scholarship players.
After a 24-20 loss to Arkansas
State last Thursday, Elson said he
reassured the team that Western is
only going to get better.
“I told those young guys, I
said, ‘Look, you’ve got a great
example of leadership through
adversity, and you’ve got a lot of
great experience this year as football players through 12 games,

and that’s going to do nothing but
help you in the future,’” Elson
said. “This stings, and it’s going
to sting for a little bit, but it’s going to be time to turn that page
here soon enough and start getting ready for next year.”
Based on the Toppers’ depth
chart against the Red Wolves,
Head Coach Willie Taggart should
inherit 18 returning starters for
his first season at the head of the
program. That includes Western’s
leading passer, redshirt freshman
Kawaun Jakes; top rusher, sophomore running back Bobby Rainey; and leading tackler, junior
linebacker Thomas Majors.
Getting young players through
a tough season and allowing them
to see the passion it takes to win
FBS football games was important
to next season’s success, senior
linebacker Taurean Smith said.
“Them guys, they’re young,”
Smith said. “They’ve got experience now. They’re going to win
games next year.”
Along with returning a win-

ning attitude to Western, Taggart said he expects to match the
academic standards set forth by
Elson, whose teams have had 100
percent graduation rates every
year since 2002.
Taggart had his first meeting
with the team on Friday afternoon,
and he said one of his messages to
players was for them to finish the
semester strong academically.
Taggart spent the last three
seasons as running backs coach at
Stanford, his first collegiate coaching experience outside Bowling
Green. He said there’s little contrast between the goals there and
at Western.
“The only difference is that
they don’t settle for anything,”
Taggart said. “So we’re not going to settle for anything. We’re
not just going to settle for being
average — not on the football
field and not in the classroom. I
don’t want to deal with just average kids. I don’t want to deal with
lazy kids. I want kids that want to
be the best.”
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SWIMMING & DIVING

Teams get weekend wins
By SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com

Both the Toppers and Lady
Toppers gave dominating performances in a two-day dual
meet at Tulane last weekend.
The Lady Toppers (6-1-1)
defeated New Orleans 106-50
and Tulane 99-62 on Friday.
They won by scores of 113-66
and 119-63 on Saturday.
The Toppers (5-2) defeated
New Orleans 101-65 on Friday
and 98.5-84.5 on Saturday.
Head Coach Bruce Marchionda said the wins were a
positive way for the teams to
enter a six-week training period.
“We’re about to take some
time away from competition,
so everyone swimming so well
was a really great way to start
that off,” Marchionda said. “I
think they’re all ready to get
back in the pool and improve
and really take off.”
The Lady Toppers broke
two pool records in Saturday’s
competition. Junior Claire Donahue swam the 100-yard butterfly in a pool-record 54.14
seconds, and the 400-yard
freestyle relay team of Donahue, sophomore Claire Alexandre, sophomore Kristiana
Feeser and freshman Meredith
Dement finished in 3 minutes,
30.37 seconds to break a record set in 1986.

Donahue also won Friday’s
200-yard freestyle and said the
teams’ results gave the swimmers a lot of confidence heading into their training period.
“I feel like we’ve all put a
lot into our season so far,” Donahue said. “It was really great
to have a weekend where it
paid off so much, and now we
can take some time and hopefully take another step forward
when we start back up in January.”
The Toppers’ 200-yard
medley relay team, consisting
of senior Bryan Mell, junior
Stephen Claycomb, and sophomores Chris Donahue and
Chris Housden, also set a pool
record with a 1:32.62 finish.
The men were also led by
senior Sean Penhale, who won
the 1,000-yard freestyle on
Saturday and the 400-yard individual medley and 500-yard
freestyle on Friday.
Penhale said he’s looking
forward to the team’s six-week
break from competition.
“It’s really just a time for
us to improve everything we
can,” Penhale said. “There’s a
lot of ways we can be swimming better, individually and
as a team, so I’m excited to get
to that point.”
The Toppers and Lady Toppers compete next on Jan. 7 at
the Florida International Invitational in Miami.

7a

LEARN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

I just wanted to get their attention that
we’re going to do this the WKU way —
the Hilltopper way.”
—KEN MCDONALD
Head coach

FUEL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

But Sunday’s 62-48 win over Tulane was a vast improvement from
last Friday, when McDonald disciplined the team with an hour-long
practice at Bowling Green’s Lampkin Park after Western’s 74-56 loss
at South Carolina on Wednesday.
The second-year coach said the
conditions were so adverse that he
had to make an effort not to look
cold to keep the players motivated.
“I just wanted to get their attention that we’re going to do this
the WKU way — the Hilltopper
way,” McDonald said. “We’re not
going to continue down this path,
and I just think sometimes change
is good.”
The Toppers (3-3) embraced
their trip to Lampkin, McDonald said. The result was a Topper
domination of hustle stats against
the Green Wave.
McDonald questioned his
team’s effort through its first five
games, but the players responded in the sixth by scoring more
second-chance points, more fast
break points and more points in
the paint than Tulane.
Senior forward Jeremy Evans

and junior forward Steffphon Pettigrew both broke out, scoring in
double figures and pulling down
a combined 16 rebounds. Evans
also caused five blocks, something Pettigrew said adds to the
team defense by picking up a
teammate’s man off the dribble.
“It helps out a lot,” Pettigrew
said. “If I get driven, I just know
he’s back there ready to block it.
When (Evans) has his ‘A’ game,
that helps us build up our intensity and play as a whole.”
Pettigrew and Evans have
stood out to McDonald, who said
they have listened and done whatever was asked from the start of
practice this season, setting an example for the rest of the team.
Evans said that praise isn’t
anything special — how he’s
played this season is just in his
makeup.
“We’ve got to have each other’s backs,” Evans said. “If somebody gets driven, we’ve got to be
there to take the charge, help and
stay aggressive … I believe in the
games we’ve had, I haven’t been
doing my best. I owe it to the
team to help them out, and I’ve
got to play a big part.”
The Toppers face Evansville at
7 p.m. tonight in Diddle Arena.
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McNear said the difference
against Vanderbilt was the
Lady Toppers realized they
had a comeback in them.
“We’re much closer,” McNear said. “In the Arkansas
game, we kind of had some
letdowns, but (against Vanderbilt) we fought and kept
our composure, and we put it
together as a team.”
Cowles cited several different signs of progress in her
postgame press conference following the loss to Vanderbilt.
Western had been shooting
37.1 percent from the field for
the year, but finished at a 46.4
percent clip against the Commodores.
The Lady Toppers also responded to the loss of senior
forward Dominique Duck
during the game.
Duck was leading the team
with 17 points when she was
forced to the bench with a
knee injury.
Cowles said Duck would
be fine to return to practice,
and she was pleased with how
the team rallied after losing
their top offensive producer.
McNear said the Lady
Toppers have grown too close
to let adversity keep them
from giving top competition
their best effort.
“We have that unity now,”
McNear said. “We’re bonding more and more each day,
so each one of us are going to
give our all.”

For Rent
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WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL

Lady Tops
enjoy win,
learn from
close loss
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles
said she was happy to get a 71-46
home win against North Dakota last
Wednesday.
But she also said the Lady Toppers’ 79-73 overtime loss at No. 14
Vanderbilt on Sunday may have
been more beneficial to the team.
“25-point wins are great, and
they’re a lot of fun, but I don’t
know that’s what
really gets you
prepared for conference play,”
Cowles said. “I
don’t know if
that really gets
you
prepared
for where we
want to be come
March, playing COWLES
in the NCAA
Tournament.”
The
Lady
Toppers
(43) overcame a
12-point
second-half deficit Next home
in Nashville on game
Sunday,
tying
the game on a Lady Toppers
jumper by ju- vs. LA Tech
nior guard Amy
tomorrow
McNear with 5.5
seconds left in 7 p.m.
regulation.
Diddle Arena
Va n d e r b i l t
pulled away for
the victory in the overtime period,
but senior forward Arnika Brown
said there was a lot to take away
from the narrow defeat.
“Any loss is disappointing,”
Brown said. “That’s just something
we’re going to have to build on. The
main thing is … we played hard and
we didn’t give up.”
Cowles seconded that notion,
suggesting the Lady Toppers can’t
grow unless they challenge themselves.
“You get better when you compete against competition like a Vanderbilt,” Cowles said. “We can take
these games and build on them and
learn from them ... It was still pretty
glaring at times tonight, but if we
can continue to keep that attitude
and have that focus and work ethic,
then this kind of competition will
prepare us for late February, early
March.”
Western saw stiff competition
in the Caribbean Challenge in Cancun, Mexico, over Thanksgiving
break, losing to both then-No. 10
Duke and Arkansas.

DYNASTY
DEFINED

1973-75 teams highlight WKU football’s best three-year run
By DAVID HARTEN | news@chherald.com
Wins and championships are how most dynasties are measured. It’s the nature of sports.
But what if there was a dynasty that was not
measured in just wins and losses — a team that
got to the brink of greatness without actually
winning a championship?
“I can tell you, you get used to winning or
used to losing,” said Lee Murray, the Toppers’
defensive coordinator during those seasons.
“We were used to winning. I know our players,
every time we went out, we thought we were
going to win the football game.”
From 1973-75, the Toppers were dominant,

as evidenced by their 30-6 overall record, including 17-0 at home. They went to two NCAA
Division II national championship games, winning two Ohio Valley Conference championships and two Grantland Rice Bowls.
It began with a coaching staff that knew the
program’s history. Head Coach Jimmy Feix,
Murray and offensive coordinator Butch Gilbert all played Western football. Murray said
they knew how they would make the team
great.
SEE DYNASTY, PAGE 6A

SEE LEARN, PAGE 7A

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Tops' win gives fuel
to program, university
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

ALBERT CESARE/HERALD

Senior guard A.J. Slaughter drives against Tulane’s Kris Richard in Sunday’s game. Western
defeated Tulane 62-48 for their 500th win in Diddle Arena.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Head Coach Ken McDonald said
the Toppers’ win over Tulane on
Sunday wasn’t only important because his team hedged on dropping
two games below .500.
He said its importance also
didn’t have anything to do with a
difficult schedule, which features
Vanderbilt and Louisville following
tonight’s game with Evansville.
McDonald said he was worried more about how his team’s
attitude throughout a rocky start

reflected on the entity that makes
Western basketball possible —
the university.
“The program is more important than any one of us,” McDonald said prior to the Tulane game.
“How we’re playing, how we’re
representing the university right
now is a real concern for me. I
don’t like it. I don’t like how we
look out there. I don’t like our
body language when things go
bad, because you’re going to face
some adversity.”

Next home
game
Hilltoppers
vs. Evansville
tonight
7 p.m.
Diddle Arena

SEE FUEL, PAGE 7A
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What to know

African-American
studies celebrates
Kwanzaa holiday

Every year millions of people
light seven candles in honor of
Kwanzaa. Though it's widely
celebrated, there are some misconceptions of the Pan-African
and African-American cultural
holiday. Here are a few things to
remember about Kwanzaa:

By NOAH FREDERICK
diversions@chherald.com

■ Established in 1966 by Dr.
Maulana Karenga out of the
Black Freedom Movement
■ Not affiliated with any religion
or meant to substitute any other
holiday; strictly a cultural holiday
■ Can be celebrated by all races,
ages and creeds
■ Kwanzaa is based in Swahili,
the unifying language of Africa
■ Kwanzaa, meaning “ﬁrst
fruits,” celebrates the harvest of
crops
■ Celebrated Dec. 26 to Jan. 1,
with each day representing a
different principle
■ The Nguzo Saba, or seven
principles, are lit each day. Lighting starts at the center black
candle and alternates to red and
green candles. They are:
- Umoja, “Unity”
- Kugichagulia, “Self-Determination”
- Ujima, “Collective Work and
Responsibility”
- Ujamaa, “Cooperative Economics”
- Nia, “Purpose”
- Kuumba, “Creativity”
- Imani, “Faith”
■ The kikombe cha umoja, or
unity cup, is used to pour libation to ancestors
■ Zawadi, or gifts, given to children must include a book and a
heritage symbol
■ Colors are based on those
given by activist Marcus Garvey
for the African Diaspora. Black
is for the people, red is for the
bloodshed of their struggle,
green is for the land, the youth
and the hope that grows from
their struggle

At the end of the year seven
candles will burn in the homes
of millions around the world to
recognize Kwanzaa. And Thursday,
they'll burn on the Hill.
The African-American studies department will be hosting “A
Kwanzaa Celebration” at 6 p.m.
on Dec. 10 in Downing University
Center Room 340.
Kwanzaa was created in 1966
by Maulana Karenga, an author,
political activist and professor at
California State University, Long
Beach. It's observed from Dec. 26
to Jan. 1 each year.
It is “an African-American
and Pan-African holiday, which
celebrates family, community and
culture,” according to the Official
Kwanzaa Web Site.
Saundra Ardrey, director of the
African-American studies department, and Lloren Foster, are planning the event.
Bowling Green graduate student Ameshia Elliott and Munfordville graduate student Christopher
Williams are helping coordinate
the event.
“There will be food, art and
the students of African-American
studies will be presenting the principles of Kwanzaa,” Elliott said.
The celebration is open to
anyone.
“We like to celebrate Kwanzaa
and share our culture,” Ardrey
said. “It is not just for AfricanAmericans; it is an African-American celebration, but we like to
include all cultures in that so we
can share and understand each
other.”
The department sponsors a
Kwanzaa celebration every year,
Elliot said.

Source: www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org

SEE KWANZAA, PAGE 5B

City shares holiday spirit with home tour
By WHITNEY KOONTZ
news@chherald.com

MARY POWERS/HERALD

Participants of the Landmark Association and Meyer Mortgage Corporation’s 15th annual
Christmas Tour of Homes visit the home of Lucinda Anderson on Saturday.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Some Bowling Green
community
members
were treated to the scents
of gingerbread candles
and the sight of 12-foottall evergreen trees decorated with multi-colored
lights and ornaments on
Saturday.
Seven
homeowners
gave tours of their homes
to showcase their unique
set of Christmas decorations during the Landmark
Christmas Tour of Homes.
The tour is in its 15th
year of displaying historic
homes in the Bowling
Green and Warren County
area, Landmark Associa-

tion Chair Donna Wolbe Dorian, located at 1303
said.
State St.
The Landmark Associa“We decided to do
tion is a non-profit organi- this tour to support Landzation that restores historic mark which is all about
buildings in Warren Coun- preserving the rich histy, she said.
tory of Bowling Green,”
Wolbe said this year’s Dorian Walker said as he
tour consisted of four displayed his 19th century
homes in Bowling Green home.
and three in the Plum
Green wreaths and
Springs area.
garland lined the original
“We tour different his- wooden banister and mantoric homes each year,” telpiece as he explained
she said. “The public the history of the house.
benefits from seeing such
“We really wanted this
beautifully
decorated house to be as true to its hishomes with history behind tory as possible,” he said.
them.”
“Decorating for Christmas
One of the houses in the complements the rich traBowling Green area was dition of the house.”
the home of Mayor Elaine
Walker and her husband, SEE TOUR, PAGE 2B
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10

QUESTIONS

with sophomore forward

Where’s your favorite place to shop?
The Ed Hardy Store.
If you had a superpower, what would it be?
To make everyone
honest.

What’s your most
embarrassing moment?
In high school, I fell off
the truck in a homecoming parade.
It was moving slow, so I jumped
off. I didn’t think it would make me
fall that hard, but I just got up and
kept going. Everybody was looking
at me, though.

Q4

If money were no
object, what would
you buy?

Anything my family wanted.

Q6

What would be on
you life's soundtrack?
“God in Me” by Mary
Mary.

Q7

What do you do
when no one is
watching?
Cry.

If you didn’t play
basketball, what
would you do?
Focus more on becoming a doctor.

Q8

What’s the ﬁrst
thing you think when
you wake up in the
morning?
It’s time to get up already?

Q9

Who are the
most important
people to you?
My little sister, Nia,
and my little brothers, Kamren and
Tyson.

Q10

®
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By ANGELA OLIVER | diversions@chherald.com

Q1

Q5

TOUR

Teranie
Thomas

What’s your favorite
childhood memory?
Going to my grandma’s
house with my cousin.
She ﬁxed us grilled cheese sandwiches and we played curb ball.

Q2
Q3
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Sophomore forward Teranie Thomas said she has been playing basketball since before she can remember. She is also a
member of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority.
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Dorian Walker said
the home was designed in
1896. The home contains
much of the original woodwork and design as when it
was built.
“When we wanted to
expand the house, we used
pieces of other historic
buildings mostly from the
Bowling Green area,” he
said.
These renovations include using bay windows
from another historic house
and a countertop made
from a black walnut tree in
the backyard of the Walkers’ home.
Other historic homes
on the tour included the
St. James apartment building on Chestnut Street,
the Riverview at Hobson
Grove on West Main Street
and the home of David and
Lucinda Anderson at 1325
College St.
“We love living in the
downtown area because it’s
inspiring,” Lucinda Anderson said.
She said the place is
special to her because it
was her father’s home as a
child before he sold it in the
1940s.
“I always wanted to
move back and see the
things he liked about it,”
Lucinda Anderson said.
Her home is elaborately
decorated with ribbons, angelic figurines and a miniature Christmas village.
Lucinda Anderson said
her home, like most homes
in the downtown area, was
hand-built in the early 20th
century.
Dorian Walker said that
the tour was a success, because it showed visitors
the original design of the
houses.
“These homes are a testament to hard work and
craftsmanship,” he said.
“Those are values that everyone should have.”

3b
Class project
helps horse
sanctuary
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WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

Biggs
gets
big

By KAYLEE ACRES
diversions@chherald.com

By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

After working out for six years, Josh
Biggs went to watch his first bodybuilding competition.
A year later, he went back as a participant.
“I went to that show, and I knew that
was exactly what I wanted to do,” said
Biggs, a Bowling Green freshman. “I
saw the guys on stage, and that’s where
I wanted to be.”
Biggs started bodybuilding last year.
He has competed twice and won “Mr.
Kentucky Teen” at the Kentucky state
show. His next show, Kentucky Muscle,
is in November 2010.
“That’ll probably be the only competition I do this coming year,” he said.
“I’m trying to build, fill out my frame.”
Biggs said extreme diets are part of
his training.
“Right now I’m eating about eight
meals a day to try to put on weight for
next year,” he said. “Normally it’s like
egg white or chicken breast or lean beef
and some vegetables.”
Biggs said he also drinks two or three
gallons of water a day as part of his diet.
He works out for up to two hours a day,
six days a week.
“There’s a lot of stuff you have to do
before a show,” he said. “Cardio. Workout. Eat clean. Right before, you have to
apply a fake tan, shave your body, stuff
like that. It seems simple, but it’s really
not.”
Biggs said the competitive nature
drew him to bodybuilding.
“You go in here every day and push
yourself,” he said. “It’s up to you to win
or not win. If you win, all the glory’s on

CODY DUTY/HERALD

Bowling Green freshman Josh Biggs started bodybuilding last year. His next show,
Kentucky Muscle, is in November 2010.

you. If you don’t, you didn’t work hard
enough. I like that I don’t have to depend on anybody but myself to get what
I want.”
Beth Biggs, Josh Biggs’ mother, said
she was very supportive of him pursuing bodybuilding.
“That’s what he fell in love with
doing,” she said. “Us and his grandparents, aunts, and uncles have all been to
his shows, and we’re proud of him.”
Although he started bodybuilding as
a hobby, Biggs now wants to become a
professional. To do that, he must place
first in a national qualifier for his class,
then place first in a national event.
“It’s very competitive,” he said. “But
I just love it. That’s my goal.”
Biggs, a nutrition and wellness
major, said bodybuilders don’t make
money until they are professional, so he

hopes his college degree will provide a
source of income until he reaches that
goal.
For now, Biggs has two jobs. He
works the front desk at the Bowling
Green Athletic Club and bounces at
Fluid Nightclub.
Chris Osborne, Biggs’ friend and
co-worker at BAC, said he think Biggs
shows potential.
“For his age, he’s already got a good
start,” he said. “He’s got a big frame
that, with age, will fill out. It could lead
to a promising future.”
Biggs said many people have negative views on bodybuilding.
“Most people don’t know what it is,
and they think it’s gross,” he said. “But
it’s what I want to do. That just pushes
me further. Especially if someone tells
me I can’t do it.”

Joanna Phillips has
loved animals her entire
life.
This semester she’s
sharing that love with her
students.
Phillips, an assistant
professor of marketing and
sales, is teaching students
in her Integrated Marketing
Communications courses
the art of creating a marketing plan while helping a
non-profit organization.
The students work in
groups of five to complete
a plan for Rainhill Equine
Facility, a local horse rescue and sanctuary.
“Groups are structured
like mini-agencies, where
each individual is responsible for a different part of
the plan,” Phillips said.
The students each
serve a different role
within their groups.
Morgantown senior
Katie Lasiter, an advertising major, is her group’s
art director, working as a
creative specialist.
“I see myself going
into non-profit work anyway, so this really means
a lot to me,” Lasiter said.
The students will present their finished plans to
Karen Thurman, the founder of Rainhill, and Sandra
Webb, Rainhill’s secretary,
this week. The winning
plan will be decided on by
Thurman and Webb.
Rainhill was created
in 1984 when Thurman

First Christian Church

moved to Kentucky with
the intention of giving
horseback-riding lessons
and boarding horses. She
began taking in and rehabilitating horses, and
eventually she focused
her efforts on creating a
permanent home for unwanted horses.
“I just wanted to help
the animals, and this
seemed like a good way
to do it,” Thurman said.
The 185-acre property,
located about 11 miles
north of Bowling Green, is
currently home to 57 blind,
abandoned, abused or otherwise unwanted horses.
That number increases frequently, Thurman said.
“We get phone calls
about every single day,”
said Thurman. “We have
a waiting list.”
Rainhill uses donations and horse sponsorships to function, Thurman said.
The winning plan
chosen by Thurman and
Webb will help spread
awareness and generate
donations for the sanctuary, Phillips said.
“This
organization
was one that my students
would be excited about
working for and feel as if
they could really make a
difference while learning
and applying the course
material at the same
time,” Phillips said.
To learn more about
Rainhill Equine Facility,
visit www.rainhillrescue.
com
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BATTING CAGES
2710 Scottsville Rd
Bowling Green,KY 42104
270-843-8741

FULL SERVICE LOUNGE
ICE SKATING

MONDAY NIGHTS
Monday thru Wednesday
10 pm - 2 am

*eZgEZghdc
6AANDJ86C7DLA
$5.50 Pitchers
(Min. 4 Per Lane & shoes not included)

THURSDAY NIGHTS
$1.00 MANIA

“COLLEGE NIGHT”
$5.00 ALL YOU CAN BOWL
10 pm to 2 am
(Min. 4 Per Lane & shoes not included)

With Current BIG RED I.D.
Also Receive:

99 Cent Drafts
$3 Mini Golf
$1 Batting Cages

10 pm - 2 am
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$1.00 per Game - $1.00 Drafts
or
RENT A LANE FOR ONLY $40.00
9:30 pm - 1:30 am

Check Us Out on Facebook!
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Bowling Green, Ky

Includes: Unlimited Bowling, Up to 4 FREE
Shoes Rentals, Large Pizza & a Soda or Pitcher
of Beer (Retail Value $72.50)
(Min. 4 per Lane)

Monday thru Thursday
“Bowl your Brains out”
ALL YOU CAN BOWL

9:30 am to 4:30 pm
ONLY $7.00
(shoes not included)

HOURS
OF OPERATION
Haunted House
Coming
Next to Southern Lanes
Tuesday-Saturday: 24 hours a day

October
2-31
Sunday- 10am-12am
Details inMonday
Upcoming
Paper
9am- 2am
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KWANZAA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

MORGAN WALKER/HERALD

Paducah senior Rebecca Brookshire performs the solo “Inside My Breath “ as the opener of Western’s Dance Company’s
Winter Dance on Saturday.

In a 2006 speech, Karenga stated that 28 million
people celebrate Kwanzaa.
But some question this
estimate, including Lee D.
Baker, associate cultural
anthropology and African
and
African-American
studies professor at Duke
University.
In a piece published in
“Dispatches from the Ebony
Tower,” a collection of essays from prominent African-American intellectuals,
Baker estimates 12 million.
Despite that number,
many people don’t know
about the holiday, according
to the Web site.
Guthrie senior Sedrick
Fykes has a theory for this.
“You hear a lot about the
Jewish community and the
Christian community but
not as much about the African-American community,”
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Fykes said. “People don’t
really mention Kwanzaa as
much because Christmas is
the majority holiday.”
Fort Thomas freshman
Brenton Engels has a similar idea of why Kwanzaa is
not as well-known.
“It’s not a mainstream
holiday, and not many people
celebrate it,” Engels said.
Spreading awareness is
one of the reasons the Kwanzaa celebration takes place at
Western, Elliot said.
Dispelling misconceptions about Kwanzaa is another reason.
“This is an opportunity
to say ‘Look, these are some
principles that we live by;
these are principles that are
universal,’” Ardrey said.
The final reason is to
give students a diversion
from school stress.
“People should come and
participate in an awesome
cultural experience with
good entertainment before
finals week,” Elliot said.

Winter Dance connects
dancers with audience
By ERIN KENNEY
diversions@chherald.com

With traditional ballet, abstract modern dance
and routines somewhere in
between, Western’s dance
company proved their versatility at Winter Dance
2009.
Clifton Keefer Brown,
an assistant theater and
dance professor, expressed
his ideals for ballet in
“Waltz of the Flowers” and
“Classic.”
“Ballet is always challenging because of the
structure and symmetry,”
Brown said. “Everything
we find beautiful in humans
is symmetry.”
But Brown had a different idea for his piece,
“Spantango.” Having been
inspired by Argentinian tango and flamingo dancing,
Brown decided to combine
them to make a high energy
dance. Dancers gracefully
clapped their hands above
their heads in time with the

music, sashaying and swaying their hips.
Murray senior Lauren
Walker had participated in
this dance several times before Winter Dance.
“It’s a really fun attitude,” Walker said.
As straightforward as
“Spantango” seemed to be,
Carrie Brueck, an assistant
theater and dance professor, choreographed more
obscure dances including
“Inside My Breath” and
“Detached.”
“Inside My Breath” was
purposefully abstract, said
Brueck. She said she wasn’t
concerned about having her
ideas understood by the audience, but it had a special
message.
“It’s an internal struggle
— the feeling of wanting
to tell someone something
but having no one to tell,”
Brueck said. “I’m not looking to convey a super specific message. I’m open
to however the audience
wants to interpret.”

Ballet is always challenging because of the structure and symmetry. Everything we ﬁnd beautiful in humans is symmetry.”
—CLIFTON KEEFER BROWN
Assistant theater and dance professor

Walker said the audience changed the feeling
she had on stage while
performing “Inside My
Breath.”
“It’s a lot different doing
it in front of an audience
because it’s about being
watched and pressured,”
Walker said. “It’s really internal — takes a lot out of
you.”
“Detached” was another piece that Brueck
choreographed.
Brueck
composed this dance with
an airport in mind, remembering how close to a per-

son she could be but how
detached from their lives
she was.
“It’s another way of
looking at everything going on around you while
being in your own bubble,”
Brueck said.
Watching her dancers
on stage, Brueck said she
struggled with her instinct
to coach versus the pleasure of watching the girls
formulate their own ideas
about her piece.
“At some point, it can’t
be mine but theirs,” Brueck
said.

College Heights Herald

Covering Western
civilization since 1925
Gyros
Sandwiches
Greek Specialties
Pizzas

(270) 846-1195
1006 State Streett
Bowling Green, K
KY
Y
42101

270-846-1000
“Waive 50% off $200 Service fee when
you apply now”

WKU Airport Shuttle
Going home for the Holidays?
We make getting to the airport easy.
Make your reservation today.
wku.edu/transportation or 745-2361

Independent
Learning
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